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For further information visit 

www.holyname.bravehost.com 

Saturday 20th September  

OPEN DAY  
10.00am-2.00pm 

————— 

To mark fifty years of the Scottish Episcopal Church 

in Cumbernauld we are holding an Open Day when 

we invite you to join us for light refreshments and 

look around our beautiful church. We will have a 

display of some items from the church archives and 

will be on hand to help with any questions.  As Holy 

Name Church was the first church opened in the 

New Town so it’s history in a sense follows the 

timeline of Cumbernauld. Although the church build-

ing dates from 1962, this is very much a celebration 

of the true start of the church when Rev George 

Sessford arrived and gathered the first members in 

1958. 

————— 

Sunday 21st September  

FESTIVAL EUCHARIST 
10.15am  

We also invite you to join us for a special Eucharist 

to mark the Feast of the Dedication of the Church. 

At this service we will give thanks to God for provid-

ing us with a special house of prayer and ask Him to 

continue to bless our work in Cumbernauld in the 

future 

ALL  WELCOME 



The Scottish Episcopal Church traces it’s roots back to 

the Christianity of St Ninian and St Columba. We re-

tain the ancient church orders of Bishops, Priests and  

Deacons. 

The Church is made up of seven Dioceses, each with 

it’s own bishop and cathedral. Cumbernauld is in the 

Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.  The affairs of the 

Church are governed by the annual General Synod at 

which all sections of Church life are represented.  

The Bishops elect one of their number as Primus 

( from the Latin phrase ‘Primus inter Pares’ - First 

among Equals). He acts as their spokesman and has 

special duties. He is not, however, head of the Church 

in the same sense as he might be regarded in other 

traditions. 

The Scottish Episcopal Church is part of the Anglican 

Communion (which fact has led to it being very 

wrongly described as ’the English Church’). All mem-

ber churches of the Communion are independent and 

self-governing.  We are very much Scottish in our 

history and our outlook although we are proud of 

those things we share in common with our brothers 

and sisters in the Anglican Communion, including the 

Church of England. We are also proud, too, of those 

things that make us different! 

The church is represented at all levels of Scottish life 

and we are particularly active in the area of ecumen-

ism.  
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The story of a church does not begin with a building but 

rather with it’s people for they are the church. 

 

At Holy Name our church began when the Bishop of 

Glasgow and Galloway the Most Rev Francis Moncreiffe 

sent a young priest the Rev George Sessford to the then 

new town of Cumbernauld in 1958 to gather a  

congregation of Episcopalians who were moving to the 

area. Our early members also included Anglicans from  

England and Ireland who had been attracted to Cumber-

nauld by the new industries. 

 

Early services were held in schoolrooms on Sundays and 

in the priest’s house on weekdays.  Bishop Moncrieffe 

took a special interest in Cumbernauld and raised an 

appeal across the Diocese and beyond to raise funds to 

build a church.  The architect, Hugh Wilson was a mem-

ber of the congregation and was involved in the early 

part of the new town. He was also the architect of  

Abronhill Parish Church. 

 

The church (costing  £28,000!) was opened and dedi-

cated to the Name of Jesus on September 22 1962. It 

was the first church built in the new town. Present on 

that day were civic and church dignitaries and the City 

of Glasgow Police Pipe Band. 

 

The most striking feature in the church is a wood carv-

ing of Christ the King by Scottish artist William Crosbie. 

It was commissioned and gifted by an anonymous family 

and measures more than 6ft by 7ft and hangs behind the 

High Altar, which itself is over 9 feet long. 

REGULAR SERVICES 

Sundays: 
10.15am-FAMILY EUCHARIST 
A family service comprising prayers,  

Scripture Readings, sermon and Holy  

Communion with music, using the 

form of the Scottish Liturgy 1982 

which uses contemporary language. 

(About an hour) 
 

Tuesdays: 
10.00am-THE EUCHARIST 
The same pattern as Sundays but 

using the Scottish Liturgy 1970, 

which uses more traditional church 

language  (thee, thy, and so on). A 

short service in the Lady Chapel with 

no music or sermon. (About 25mins) 
 

After both services we have tea, cof-

fee and biscuits!. 

 

It has long been the custom in the 
Scottish Episcopal Church to invite 
our fellow Christians who profess a 
belief in the Holy Trinity to receive 
Holy Communion in our churches. 

The Scottish Episcopal 
Church 
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